
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING/PUBLIC HEARING OF THE RURAL 

RETREAT TOWN COUNCIL AND RURAL RETREAT PLANNING COMMISSION 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, JUNE 8, 2021 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor; James 

P. “Sean” Viars; James Lloyd; Peggy Hash; Geary 

Jonas; Michael Duncan 

     

Council Members Absent:     None                             

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: Callie Hunsucker, Moriah Rowe, Amy McBride, 

Mike Jones, Billy Anderson, Bob Lewis, Sherry 

Long, Kenneth Noble     
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Lloyd seconded by Vice-Mayor Yontz to approve the 

minutes of the May 25, 2021 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed by a vote of 

five (5) for: Viars, Yontz, Hash, Duncan, Lloyd; zero (0) against; one (1) abstain: Jonas 

  

PUBLIC HEARING – BACKYARD CHICKEN ZONING ORDINANCE – Chairman Billy 

Anderson called the public hearing to order and read the notice.  Town Manager Childers read 

the proposed ordinance in its entirety.  Amy McBride was present to comment on the proposed 

ordinance.  Mrs. McBride stated that she asked nine of her friends and neighbors gathered and 

discussed the proposed ordinance.  Mrs. McBride referred to the proposed ordinance and asked 

how the dimensions of the pens was determined.  Councilmember Viars stated that the ordinance 

was largely modeled by the Town of Wytheville’s ordinance for backyard chickens.  Chairman 
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Anderson stated that Wytheville’s ordinance was modeled after the Town of Blacksburg’s 

ordinance and that the size of the pens is based on minimum standards.  Mrs. McBride 

referenced number five that pens must be kept in a neat and sanitary condition.  She asked who 

will monitor the sanitary conditions of chickens.  Councilmember Viars stated that the Town 

Manager and Police Chief will monitor the condition of the pens. Councilmember Duncan stated 

that before the license is issued an inspection takes place.  Mrs. McBride stated that she and the 

group of friends discussing the ordinance are concerned with the rodents, insects, and feces.   

Commissioner Lewis stated that he is concerned that the chickens will draw in skunks and foxes.  

Town Manager Childers asked Mrs. McBride why the nine other people that have concerns were 

not present for the public hearing.  Mrs. McBride stated that she is not representing the others, 

she is   speaking for herself.  Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that he researched the space issue, and the 

square footage is defined by Bureaucrats in Richmond and Veterinarians.  Mrs. McBride stated 

that if a chicken is mauled by a dog, then the owner should be allowed to put it out of its misery.  

Number eleven of the proposed ordinance states that culling or euthanizing chickens for any 

reason shall take place at a veterinary clinic.     Mrs. McBride asked if there was a study about 

how property values would change if chickens are allowed.  Mrs. McBride stated that she cannot 

believe that surrounding homeowners will not be asked before a license is issued.  Mayor Litz 

stated that the town has followed proper procedure.  The research has been done in preparing the 

proposed ordinance.  Chairman Anderson asked for clarification of article nine of the proposed 

ordinance that compost will be collected in accordance with the Town of Rural Retreat’s 

standard and procedures.  Town Manager Childers stated that the waste cannot be piled up on the 

property and must be disposed of.  He added that it does not mean the town will collect the 

waste.  Town Manager Childers stated that he disagrees with euthanizing at a veterinary clinic.  

Mayor Litz stated that it is most likely made part of the ordinance to prohibit butchering of 

chickens in backyards.   Mayor Litz stated that this ordinance also prohibits raising hundreds of 

chickens in a small area.  He added that the best way to keep chickens is in a movable pen, so the 

compost does not pile up.  Councilmember Duncan stated that this ordinance is doing a lot to 

protect the chicken.   If the pens bring fox or other rodents into a neighborhood, can the license 

be revoked.  Chairman Anderson stated that we are surrounded by thousands of acres of 

farmland and wooded land and that the animals are already in the area.  Commissioner Long 

asked if the surrounding towns are adopting these ordinances.  Chairperson Anderson stated that 

this is basically brought on by the farm to table craze and farmers markets.    Commissioner 

Lewis stated that the town does not have an animal control officer and that adopting this 

ordinance will put more work on the town manager and police chief.  Commissioner Lewis asked 

why the planning commission is just now seeing the ordinance. Chief Breedlove stated that the 

county animal control officer handles complaints regarding animals in the town limits, but they 

will not be able to enforce a town ordinance. Commissioner Lewis stated that he believes the 

Planning Commission should have been a part of the change to the zoning ordinance.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that the ordinance was prepared for the Planning Commission to discuss 

at the public hearing and any changes can be made.  A motion was made by Commissioner 

Lewis and seconded by Commissioner Long that the planning commission’s recommendation is 

to disapprove the change to the zoning ordinance to allow backyard chickens.   Commissioner 

Noble stated that he would like for the Planning Commission to meet and review the language in 

the proposed ordinance.  Chairman Anderson agreed that the ordinance should be reviewed 

before any decisions are made.   Councilmember Viars amended the motion on the floor for the 

Planning Commission to meet and further discuss the zoning ordinance change.  Commissioner 

Long stated that she believes that the town has an obligation to protect its citizens.  She added 

that citizens in Rural Retreat pay additional town taxes to be protected by the town’s ordinances.  

She stated that if she wanted to raise chickens that she would live outside of the town limits.  
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Commissioner Lewis stated that the town has an agricultural zone for this type of situation. 

There being no further discussion the amended motion was seconded by Commissioner Long.  

The amended motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Long, Noble, Viars, Lewis, Anderson; 

zero (0) against.      Chairman Anderson closed the planning commission meeting and turned the 

meeting over to Mayor Litz. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – 2021-2022 FISCAL BUDGET - Mayor Litz called the public hearing to 

order and asked Town Manager to read the proposed fiscal year 2021-2022 budget summary.  

Mayor Litz asked if anyone has questions or comments.  Amy McBride addressed council and 

asked a question about the increase in miscellaneous income.  Treasurer Patton stated she will 

explain the increase at the next meeting.  Bob Lewis asked if the town received any CARES act 

funding and where it was spent.  Town Manager Childers stated that the small businesses in town 

limits and non-profit organizations received the bulk of the funding through grant awards.  There 

being no other questions Mayor Litz closed the public hearing.   

 

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

None 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  
 

None 

 

POLICE REPORT  

 

Chief Breedlove reported that he made one arrest since the last meeting.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that he would like to commend Chief Breedlove for answering a call at Rural 

Retreat Lake during the last town council meeting.  He added that he appreciates Chief 

Breedlove for all he does for the town.  Mayor Litz stated that even though the lake is outside of 

the town limits Rural Retreat’s Police Department always assists when called to the lake. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – Report included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – Vice-Mayor stated that the final lineup will be announced on 

Thursday.  The announcement will be made on Thursday during the Talk of the Town radio 

show on WYVE.  Town Manager Childers stated that the stage expansion will be complete 

before the festival.  

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – Chief Breedlove stated he has nothing to report.   Bob Lewis 

asked what is being done with this property.  Chief Breedlove stated that the Virginia code is 

changing on July 1st to include boxes and clutter.  He added that he is unsure if the fourth 

amendment will allow him as a police officer to remove the items and dispose of them.  Chief 

Breedlove stated that the town will need to adopt the law into an ordinance.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that it will eventually come down to taking the property owner to court for a 

decision. 
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DR. PEPPER DAY – Councilmember Lloyd stated that the Dr. Pepper Corporation would like to 

have the event on Sunday, October 24, 2021.  Mayor Litz stated that there are three vendors from 

the Bristol area that would like to attend the event.  The vendors will sell Dr. Pepper flavored 

snow cones, Christmas ornaments, and play keyboard music.  Mayor Litz added that he would 

like to provide the cabbage and have a demonstration on making kraut.  

 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

  

Civic Organizations / Rural Retreat Community Center – Town Manager Childers stated that he 

met with Pricilla Hall, and Mrs. Hall expressed her opinion that the community center should be 

for civic organizations, and the organizations should be able to use the community center for 

meetings free of charge. The Lions Club currently meets at the American Legion building, 

however the building being advertised for sale. Therefore, the Lions Club will need a meeting 

place.  Town Manager Childers stated that the community center would be offered for meetings 

only.  If a civic organization hold a fundraiser, then they will be required to pay the rental fee.   

Mayor Litz stated that the civic organizations should only be able to use the center if not rented 

to someone who is paying rent for the building.  Treasurer Patton stated that the center is usually 

rented on the weekends and available during the weekdays.   A motion was made by 

Councilmember Viars and seconded by Councilmember Lloyd to allow civic organizations that 

are chartered in the Town of Rural Retreat to use the community center for regular meetings only 

at no charge when the center is available.  The motion passed by a vote of six for:  Lloyd, Jonas, 

Yontz, Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES - None 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – None 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – included in Town Manager’s report. 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – included in Town Manager’s report. 

 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

- Everything has been filed between Norfolk and Southern and the Town to purchase the 

property in Downtown.  The check will be issued and, Norfolk and Southern will 

overnight the deed.  The cost will be $18,000 after the $2,000 deposit the town has 

already paid. 

- The Utilities Committee will be having a joint meeting with the county to talk about 

some possibilities for interconnection between the 2 municipalities in case of emergency 

situations.  I am hoping this can happen very soon. 

- S and S will come back tomorrow to the Water Plant to install the new high service 

pump.  Some modifications were needed to install the pump correctly. 
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- The civil suit Mrs. Brenda Hooper vs. the Town and DH Griffin will go to mediation on 

June 17th in Abingdon.  Since I am the only one that was subpoenaed to give a deposition, 

I am the only town employee to be asked to come.  They have made an initial demand of 

$230,000.  D.H. Griffin has indemnified the town, the town was not responsible.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that he was the first one on the scene.   

- We will have a progress meeting with DHCD on July 27th and 28th.  By then we should 

have a good head start on the force account and have the drainage pipe installed. 

- Priscilla Hall asked that the Council consider letting civic organizations use the 

Community Center for free.  These would include the Lion’s Club, Senior Citizens and 

Scout Programs. 

- Monica and Mike Jones had the idea of moving the Caboose the Dr. Pepper lot and 

building a nice deck around it.  Not only would this give a use to the lot but would be a 

good place for people to take pictures.  It would also free up some parking at the Depot. 

Town Manager Childers added that this would be a good location for a LOVE sign.  

Councilmember Lloyd stated the caboose will be difficult and costly to move.    Treasurer Patton 

stated that the caboose could be used by school groups and civic organizations for fundraising.  

They could sell concessions from the caboose to raise money. 

Councilmember Viars asked if paving Church Street has been investigated.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that the town has several streets that need some patching and paving, The Church 

Street paving will take place when the pavers move into town.   

  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for June 8,2021 were read and approved. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


